Course Syllabus
Course Syllabus (cont.)


Pre-Calculus Honors
2010-2011
	Instructor:
	Lori Weinheimer
	Room:
	208

	Phone:
	830-931-2243
	Conference:
	7th period

	Instructor website:
	www.weinheimers.com
	Tutorials:
	See instructor website

	Book Website: http://cwx.prenhall.com/bookbind/pubbooks/esm_sullivan_precalcegu_3/


DESCRIPTION:

The purpose of this course is to explore many advanced mathematical models, which are often used in science, engineering, and other career fields. Topics include: properties and graphs of trigonomic and circular functions and their applications; properties and graphs of special functions; higher degree polynomial functions; and sequences and series.

COURSE GOALS:

1. All students will learn to communicate mathematically.

· Appropriate use of mathematical vocabulary

· Ability to justify ideas and thinking orally and in writing

· Ability to translate ideas into mathematical symbols

2. All students will become mathematical problem solvers and reason mathematically

· Ability to choose proper tools and strategies to solve mathematical problems

· Ability to make conjectures, gather evidence, and build an argument in order to draw logical conclusions.

· Ability to recognize patterns and relationships.

3. Increased percentage of students meeting commended standard on TAKS (Texas Assessment of Knowledge and skills test).
SUPPLIES/RESOURCES:

For this class you will need pencils, paper, a spiral notebook, Pre-Calculus book (Precalculus Enhanced with Graphing Utilities, 4th edition), and a folder. We will also use calculators. You may use your own or check one out from me. Your best resource is your teacher. I have my Pre-Calculus notes on my website (www.weinheimers.com). If you find yourself having trouble, see me as soon as possible! Don’t wait until you are very far behind to catch up.

EVALUATION:

One assignment per grading period will be accepted late at 50% of the earned grade . Your grade will be calculated according to the following percentages:


Daily/homework 
20%



Quizzes 

35%



Tests
 
40%



Benchmark/9 week exam 
5%

EXAMINATIONS:
Quizzes and Tests will be announced in advance. Quizzes and Tests may be retaken for a grade of 70 within a week of the grade posting date. After the given time your original grade will remain (even a zero). There will be a comprehensive semester exam given at the end of each semester. 

We will also take the Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills, or the TAKS test. This test is a statewide-standardized test that must be passed during the junior year before the student can graduate. The student has several chances to pass before graduation, but should master exam as early as possible to avoid additional classes their senior year. 

ACADEMIC HONESTY:

Academic honesty is a matter of integrity and is essential to the development of character. Any student who submits the work of another person without proper documentation shall receive no credit for the assignment. A documented parent contact will be made to inform the parent in such a case.

EXTRA CREDIT:


Throughout the semester you will receive opportunities to earn extra credit. All rules must be adhered to in order to earn extra credit points. Please see your extra credit information page for more information.

Bonus points may be earned on the quizzes and tests. For bonus on quizzes you must complete and email me the “preparing for the section” quizzes on the textbook website prior to your quiz for those sections. For bonus on the tests you must complete and email me the “quizzes and tests” on the textbook website prior  to your test for that chapter. The teacher reserves the right to discontinue the opportunity to earn bonus points 
SCOPE AND SEQUENCE:

	First nine weeks
	Functions

Inequalities

	Second nine weeks
	Polynomial functions

Exponential and Logarithmic functions

Conics

	Third nine weeks
	Trigonometry

	Fourth nine weeks
	Sequences and Series

Vectors & Parametric functions


*NOTE: This is an estimated timeline and may be adapted or changed at any time.

This syllabus may be adjusted or changed by the teacher at any time.
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